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Our Future
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Principal’s Greeting

Yolanda East

Kia ora, welcome to Wairau
Intermediate School. We are
delighted to know that you are
interested in our school. At Wairau
we believe in nurturing our future,
our students. Therefore, whether
Year 7 or Year 8, we encourage all
students to make the most of their
time with us. With all that Wairau
has to offer; cultural, sporting, social
and academic, our students are
motivated to become involved in the
life of the school. It is their opportunity
to form new friendships and to enjoy
the next phase of their educational
journey.

Principal

Our vibrant, local community is home to a rich and diverse mix of ethnicities.
Our classrooms are global and we take pride in the multi-cultural community we
both inhabit and foster.
We actively create an inclusive environment, which inspires students to take
risks, to contribute and engage. Wairau’s positive school culture ensures all
learners feel a sense of value and belonging.
The size of our school is part of our uniqueness. It is conducive to individual care,
while still allowing us to achieve excellent academic outcomes. Our smaller
class sizes enable us to provide flexible learning programmes that are tailored to
student needs. Students are challenged, yet feel safe and supported.
As you read through our prospectus, we hope you enjoy this insight into our
school. As the school continues to flourish and develop, we welcome you
and your child to our school and encourage you to form partnerships with us
throughout your child’s time at Intermediate.
You are very welcome to arrange a visit and explore first hand all that Wairau
has to offer.
Yolanda East
Principal

Namaste, my name is Ishita and I’m a school leader at
Wairau. I especially loved marimba and going to camp. There
are so many opportunities and subjects to study like Tech
and Specialist. Here at Wairau it’s a calm nurturing learning
environment where I feel safe and valued. It’s very easy to
collaborate and make friends because everyone here is a kind
person. Wairau is a very multicultural school where all cultures
are accepted and embraced. The school is filled with people
from all over the world with different cultures and ethnicities
making it really fun and interesting. Wairau is a school which
everyone will love.

“We are absolutely delighted with Wairau Intermediate and the way we
have been welcomed into the school community. Our son has transitioned
quickly and seamlessly into everyday school life - he is genuinely excited
about attending each day and he speaks incredibly positively about all
the learning, sporting and cultural opportunities afforded to him. If parents
are looking for a well-rounded education for their children in a wonderful
school community, then we cannot speak highly enough of both Wairau
Intermediate and the staff.”						

Liz Collings (Parent)

I really enjoyed my time
at Wairau Intermediate
School because the school
environment is friendly. The
teachers in this school are
friendly and I have good
friends. I also enjoyed
Specialist and Tech classes
because we make cool
things and learn special skills.

		

Joshua

Nurturing our Future
우리의 미래를 키우다

Our Purpose

The school logo is derived from a Maori water pattern representing the meaning
of Wairau, “an abundance of water”. In the sense that water is essential for
growth, Wairau Intermediate aims to provide learning opportunities essential
for adolescent development.
The koru shapes within this logo highlight the way in which our school lays
a foundation for new beginnings as our students transition from Primary to
Intermediate and then on to High School.
At Wairau our vision is to “Nurture our Future”. We hold a strong belief in creating
a safe and inclusive school culture where all students excel academically,
socially and emotionally. As leaders of the future, our students are inspired to
make a contribution.
As a school , we also see our waters as representative of our diverse community,
our people. Learning focussed relationships (“whanaungatanga”) between
staff, students and our community are instrumental in ensuring your child’s time
with us is both productive and positive.
Nurturing our Future
培育我们的未来

"Wairau Intermediate is a great community school.
Caleb likes the different learning spaces and enjoys being in a modern
classroom. He loves the opportunities that come from being in a smaller school
with fewer students, and gets on well with all the teachers.
A smaller school means all the teachers and students get to know each other
better." 									
										
Kathryn Dock (Parent)

Nurturing our Future
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Our Place
Our modern, variable
teaching spaces allow
for flexibility in grouping,
programme planning,
collaboration and
different learning styles.
Home classes are
grouped so that Year
7 and 8 students learn
in the same teaching
space. This supports the
“Tuakana Teina” model of
learning, in which the Year
7 students learn from and
are supported by those
in Year 8. Students stay
with the same home room
teacher for the two years
they are with us, which
effectively supports and
bridges the transition from
primary through to high
school.
The facilities at Wairau
include well-resourced
technology, visual
and performing arts
departments as well
as a school library. Our
outdoor spaces consist of
a large school field, a wellequipped playground,
an outdoor performance
area and two large
Astroturf courts for sport
and for physical activities.
Nurturing our Future
Pag-aalaga ng ating Hinaharap

The opportunities in this school are
amazing. It has a range of Music
activities, Sports, Zone days, leadership
positions and even more!
My best tips for Year 7s are to be
yourself and try to participate in
everything this school has to offer.

					Gab

“Wow what do I love about Wairau Intermediate? I love that it is a
smaller school allowing the children important one on one communication
time with their teachers. Being a smaller school it allows all children
to be selected into their chosen sports team. I also like the option of
having an extension class for those children wanting to try something
new or further themselves in that particular subject. I love how Wairau
has different activities for those children willing to get involved
e.g., Matariki Festival, Dancing with the Stars, Orienteering. There seems
to be something new for my child to get involved with regularly.”

Mrs.Fowlds (Parent)

Nurturing our Future
انلبقتسم ةياعر

“We cannot speak highly
enough of both Wairau
Intermediate and the
staff.” (Parent)
“The teachers in this
school are friendly”

(Student)

“I love that it is a
smaller school allowing
the children important
one on one communication
time with their teachers.”
(Parent)

“The teachers are respectful
and they treat us equally.“
(Student)

“The teachers are
helpful and kind. They
will help you if you are
struggling and make sure
you understand.” (Student)
“At Wairau, the teachers
always push the students
to do things because
they either know that
the student is good at it
or that they would enjoy
doing it” (Student)

Our People
Our experienced teachers,
who themselves come from
a range of cultures, bring
with them experiences and
strengths that help to shape
and prepare our young
adolescents for the future.
Staff are passionate and
committed to supporting
the needs of the emerging
adolescent. They foster and
provide a collegial and
safe environment in which
students are supported and
inspired to reach their full
potential.
While nurturing our students,
our dedicated and
professional staff strive to
develop the key skills that
students need for life.
Teachers have high
expectations of student
achievement and success
for all and therefore
recognise and affirm
students’ identities,
languages, abilities and
talents.
We have a focus on ensuring
continuous improvement for
both students and teachers.
Staff know our learners well
and learners are at the heart
of all decision making.
Wairau has a strong
leadership team comprising
of the Principal, Deputy
Principal and four Team
Leaders who lead our
teaching and specialist
teams. Our school Board
is committed to ensuring
the best opportunities and
outcomes for all students.
Nurturing our Future
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Ni hao, my name is Oliver, I
am a Year 8 student at Wairau
Intermediate and I am a
school leader.
I have some things that I
have loved during my time at
Wairau so far.
I love how at Wairau most
things that you would want to
do you can just put your hand
up to try and you have a high
chance of getting to do it. At
high school you might only get
to do the things you are good at.
I have tried many extra
curricular activities to see if I
liked them or not, and I have
enjoyed all of them.
At Wairau, the teachers always
push the students to do things
because they either know that
the student is good at it or that
they would enjoy doing it. So
if you don't know if you want
to do something, the teacher
will say "give it a try", or "don't
be shy, try it". The teachers are
always encouraging students
to try their best in everything...

... What Wairau has that other
schools might not have is, any
accomplishment you make,
Wairau will share it to the
whole school to congratulate
your success.
It might have been winning
a competition or being a rep
player, it could even be that
you got in a school team.

Wairau has been an
amazing experience for
me. It has given me lots of
new opportunities. I love
that you don't need to be
the best to be part of a
team.

		Elizabeth

These are my reasons why I
enjoy Wairau Intermediate.

Nurturing our Future
Взращивая наше будущее

Our Programmes
Our programmes promote personal skills that develop the whole child.
The range of programmes on offer assist students to pursue excellence through the
development of independence, co-operation, collaboration, consideration and engagement
with others.
Integral to our programmes is the teaching of our school values, key skills and competencies.
Striving at all times to develop excellence in student achievement, these programmes
incorporate national guidelines set out in the New Zealand Curriculum (NZC).

“Learning is best when it is challenging,
student focused, stimulating &
rewarding”

Core Subjects
Learning in the core subjects of reading, writing, mathematics, science, health, PE, social
studies, Te Reo, digital technology and tikanga Maori take place in home classes. Students
have opportunities to work collaboratively in groups and independently. By learning together
and about each other, students are prepared to participate and make a contribution to the
wider community.
Our teachers work collaboratively and utilise their strengths to develop programmes that instil
in our students a desire for life-long learning.

Nurturing our Future
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I have enjoyed my time at Wairau. The teachers are respectful
and they treat us equally. The school provides lots of extracurricular activities and groups that let us do what we do
best. I am a school leader and a peer mediator and they are
enjoyable roles. Overall Wairau is a great school and has a
friendly atmosphere and environment.

								Isaac

“A primary objective of the technology department is to give students
foundational skills in “real world” applications. Our intention is that, when
a student goes from here into Year 9, he or she will be able to recognise,
understand and be able to safely use most workshop/kitchen
equipment.
This foundation will hopefully continue into adulthood, giving the
student an interest in design and construction AND an advantage when
competing for jobs in the workplace.
Bern Dell, Teacher - Hard Matertials (Metal/Plastic/Masonry)

Nurturing our Future
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Technology
Our technology programmes
support the development
of gross and fine motor
skills along with the skills of
thinking, collaboration and
team work.
Students learn to understand
and follow the design
process from start to finish
as they develop, test and
review models, products and
systems while manipulating
and creating with a range
of materials including wood,
metal, plastics, soft fabrics,
food and electronics.

Nurturing our Future
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My time at Wairau has been amazing! I started the year
and COVID hit. But Wairau still thrived. Wairau has so many
opportunities to learn and get involved. I loved my time here
and I think you will too. The teachers are helpful and kind.
They will help you if you are struggling and make sure you
understand. 								
			Rosie
My time at Wairau has been incredible. It has lots of
opportunities to expand your horizons and get involved. You
can use your creativity to make amazing creations from the
tech classrooms. 		
								Chloe

Music
Music is a fundamental form of expression. At Wairau we provide
appropriate instruments that minimise technical obstacles, therefore
allowing students to work individually and collaboratively to explore
the potential of sounds to create, interpret, and represent musical
ideas.
By making, sharing, and responding to music, students contribute
to the cultural life of our school, their whānau, peer groups, and
the community. While students are learning to communicate with
increasing sophistication through music, they are furthering their own
creative potential while laying a foundation for lifelong enjoyment of,
and participation in music.

Nurturing our Future
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Culture &
The Arts
Wairau Intermediate
cultural and performance
programmes include
opportunities for students
to develop their skills and
express themselves through a
variety of art forms including
visual arts, music, drama and
dance.

The Arts
The Visual Arts programme
at Wairau aims to provide all
students with the
opportunity to express
themselves creatively through
a wide range of media
such as drawing, painting,
screen printing, ceramics,
construction and
printmaking.
By engaging in the visual
arts, students learn how to
participate in, and
celebrate their own and
others’ visual worlds. They
learn about different artists
and develop practical
techniques and problemsolving skills.

Nurturing our Future
私たちの未来を育む

“I love teaching Food Technology at Wairau Intermediate as we celebrate our
cultural diversity through food and customs in our classes.
In addition to enjoying the many and varied regional and ethnic approaches
towards food, we also recognise the need for flexibility in the face of dietary
preferences and restrictions. Our programmes are aimed at good balanced
nutrition while recognising different dietary tastes and needs such as
vegetarian, halal, gluten free, lactose intolerance and food allergies.
									 Esther Steven Teacher, Food Technology”

I am a Year 8 at Wairau Intermediate who is enjoying my
time at this school. The number of opportunities this school
has opened up for me is incredible, giving me chances
to learn about things like cooking and preparing food,
woodwork and metalwork, new languages, different sports,
visual arts and many more. The teachers do their best to
help us with our education which many of us are grateful
for. Overall, Wairau Intermediate is such a big help, as well
as a great place to learn.

								Zoe
Nurturing our Future
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Drama
During their two years
in the drama class,
students will have
opportunities to work
with others to develop
creative ideas using
drama elements,
conventions and
techniques.
They will be able to
initiate and refine ideas
with others to plan and
develop drama. As
part of the drama class,
students will be able
to use some dance
elements to develop
and share a personal
movement vocabulary.

Dance & Cultural
Opportunities
Our extra-curricular programme includes opportunities
for all students to join a range of performance groups
such as Kapa Haka, choir, marimba, and dance
groups in a variety of styles.

Nurturing our Future
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Sports

Wairau Intermediate is
excited to announce the
rollout of our new sports
uniforms in term 3 of 2021

Integral to our P.E and Health
programme is the goal that
our students develop healthy
bodies and healthy minds.
Sport provides opportunities
for our students to develop
creativity and positive attitudes
towards physical activity.
We offer a wide range of
sporting opportunities where
all students are encouraged to
participate. Students develop
the fundamental movement
skills alongside those that
are essential for playing as a
team. We value the life skills
of enjoyment, competition,
commitment and resilience.

Separate to our class sports
programmes, students can
develop their skills and compete
in team games and events
such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hockey
Netball
Basketball
Rugby (Tag, Touch)
Table tennis
Athletics
Orienteering
Football
Volleyball
Badminton
Gymnastics
Cross Country
Cricket
E-Sport
Dance Sport
Chess

We are always proud of our
participation and achievements
in sports both within and outside
of the school environment.
Nurturing our Future
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“For me, what makes Wairau unique is the variable
space design that allows students and teachers
to experience a stimulating, engaging, family
environment in which to learn. I love my role as
Deputy Principal and SENCO, creating relationships
built on listening and caring; I know I am nurturing
the future.”
				
Judy Carter, Deputy Principal and SENCO

Nurturing our Future
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Learning Support &
Pastoral Care

At Wairau we recognise that students have different learning
styles and needs. At times students need additional support
to help them to overcome their barriers to learning.
Our DP, who oversees pastoral care, is also the school’s
SENCO (Special Educational Needs Coordinator). This role
includes liaising with specialist agencies so that appropriate
interventions can be implemented that support these
students to be successful at a level that is right for them.
In addition, Wairau Intermediate has developed an extensive
network that responds quickly to students’ needs. This network
includes: Principal, Deputy Principal, Team Leaders, class
teachers, public health nurse and school counsellor.
An integral part of our network are the students themselves.
Selected students are trained as peer mediators and they
perform an important role in supporting positive social
interactions between students at breaktimes.
Pastoral care at Wairau is based on the belief that we do all
that is necessary in order to ensure each student’s time at
intermediate is rewarding and successful.

ESOL

English for Speakers of Other Language
Our ESOL programme promotes learning for all those whose first language is not English.
This programme makes it possible for students to be taught at an appropriate level in a
small group environment that supports their learning needs. It provides these students
with the opportunity to develop the English language skills that are needed in and out
of their classroom.
Nurturing our Future
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Student Leadership
Our students thrive by being able to develop their leadership skills. Therefore, students are
supported to develop the confidence needed to participate and succeed in a range of
leadership roles and responsibilities.
Although students are encouraged to strive to become a student or house leader, we
recognise individual talents and grow the leadership potential that all our students bring.

Enrichment opportunities
These are our specially designed and timetabled programmes
aimed at providing extension in curriculum and extra-curricular
areas. These programmes foster opportunities for students to
further develop their independent work habits and self-discipline
in learning.
These opportunities include:
• ICAS - International Competitions and Assessments for Schools
• EOTC / outdoor education
• Travelwise & Road Safety and Enviro groups
• Competitions such as Mathex
• Specialist subjects such as: languages, science badges,
		graphics
• Performing arts – school productions, musical and cultural
		extravaganzas
• Passion based activities to extend existing skills such as
		 fabric and machine sewing skills, technical drawing,
		 community projects and connections with local
		organisations

Haere Ra!

Sunnynook Dentist
117 Sunnynook Rd, Forrest Hill
Auckland 0620
09-449 2006
mail: sunnynook.dentist@gmail.com
web: www.sunnynookdentist.co.nz
Wairau Intermediate
Ph: (09) 410 7805
Fax: (09) 410 7985
mail: wairauint@wairau.school.nz
113 Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill
Auckland City 0620
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