PROSPECTUS

Educating for Excellence
WELCOME
I am privileged to be principal of Wairau Intermediate School. The
emerging adolescent years are an important and challenging time in a
student’s life. Meeting the physical, emotional, social and academic
needs of students of this age requires a dedicated staff, a diverse and
challenging curriculum, and an ethos in the school that encourages and
supports student involvement and engagement in their learning.
We are a very family orientated school with a collaborative culture. Students are encouraged to give things a go and not fear failure, rather to
learn from it and take these lessons into their future learning. The result
is well balanced, resilient young adolescents with the skills to selfmanage and self-motivate.
We offer you, as parents/caregivers, the opportunity to become connected with our vibrant learning community, where we can work together for the benefit of your child.

I look forward to sharing our journey with you.

Grant Murray
Principal

Educating for Excellence
Wairau Values

W airau
A roha

I nnovation
R espect
A chievement
U nderstanding
Wairau Intermediate:
Values students and staff.
Provides opportunities for all students to fulfil their potential.
Promotes personal skills to develop the whole person socially, emotionally and intellectually.
Pursues quality through the development of independence, cooperation, and consideration of others.
Develops a sense of community through inclusion, respect and
acceptance.
Fosters a collegial, caring and safe environment that provides
first class amenities for academic, physical and social
development.
Creates learning experiences relevant to the
changing world in which we live now, and in the
future.

Educating for Excellence
Learning
Learning gives students the power to direct their
future.
We provide a learning environment that encourages
success.

Learning is best when it is …..

Wairau Intermediate School’s learning and
teaching programmes are designed for:


Flexibility



Individual student’s needs



Scaffolding to further learning opportunities

Programmes cater for:


A range of academic levels of students



Consolidation, extension and enrichment

Wairau Intermediate
School is an
internationally
respected, research-led
school, recognised for
its excellence in
teaching, learning,
creative work,
assessment, and
administration.

Educating for Excellence
School Programmes
We are committed to offering Year 7 and Year 8 students well
balanced, well planned and well implemented learning and
teaching programmes.

Striving at all times to develop excellence in student achievement,
these programmes go beyond the national guidelines set out in
curriculum statements.

Mathematics
Science
English - Literacy
The Arts
Technology
Food
Wood
Metal
Art
Social Studies
Physical Education
PE Intensive
Languages
ESOL
Education Outside the
Classroom
Outdoor Education /
Camps
Music / Drama / Dance
ICT
Tikanga Maori

ICAS Examinations
Intranet / Internet
Library
Careers Education
Leadership Training
Extra - Curricular
Orchestra
Production
Choirs
Marimba
Rock Band
Zone Sports
Art Exhibition
Mathex

Educating for Excellence
Nurturing our Future
Our school’s education philosophy recognises the unique nature of your
child, and in particular, the emotional, physical, social and academic
needs of emerging
adolescents.
We share the desire to
provide programmes of work
that allow all children to reach
their potential. We cater for
individual needs and abilities
in a variety of ways:

Modern, light and spacious open plan
buildings
Variable space design allows great
flexibility in grouping and programme
planning

Grouping according to needs / ability;
Opportunities to work in small groups

ESOL Programmes
These promote learning for all those
whose first language is not English.
Our structures make it possible for
your child to:
Be taught at an appropriate
level
Have their different abilities
catered for
Be in a system which allows
movement between different
levels
Operate in a classroom
situation that recognises their
specific cultural context
Have their English programme
integrated with their home
group programme

Co-operative / Team Teaching
Teachers plan and work together, utilising each others’ strengths in
developing comprehensive block and home group programmes that meet
the needs of all students

Educating for Excellence
Nurturing our Future
Gifted and Talented Programme
Specially designed and timetabled
programmes aimed at providing:
Extension in curriculum and extra-curricular
areas.
Independent study habits and self-discipline
in learning.

This programme offers a diverse range of
elective activities that provide students with
a chance to pursue different learning
opportunities:

Video Production

Ceramics

Photography

Science Badge

Orchestra

Debating

Tech Challenge

Mathematics

PE Intensive

Drama

Composite Year 7 and Year 8 Classes
Students generally have the same homegroup teacher for the two
years they are at Wairau Intermediate, easing transition from
primary to secondary school.
A range of teachers develop an in depth knowledge
of each child. This can be hugely beneficial in
meeting the individual needs of children.

Educating for Excellence
A Partnership

Learning
The very best education.
The education that best suits your individual needs.
The very best teachers and facilities that the school can
provide.
Assistance where required.
Access to research material and extra curricular activities.
Reports and feedback on your progress.

Health and Safety
To have a school that is clean, well maintained and safe.
To be free from any bullying, lack of respect to you, your
family, property and opinions.

Personal
To receive respect from all members of the school (staff &
students).
To be treated individually and fairly.
To have no situation prejudged, and be allowed to tell your
situation.
To be free from any social or cultural form of
discrimination.

Educating for Excellence
The Wairau Way
Learning
To try my very best in everything.
To attend every lesson, be punctual and have all the right
equipment.
To complete all work given to me.
To work without disturbing the right of education for other
students.
To allow the teacher to teach.
To seek to improve my work as the year progresses.

Health and Safety
To observe all health and safety rules.
To follow the school’s smoke and drug free policies.
To refrain from bringing any dangerous or harmful items on to
the school grounds.
To keep the school grounds free of litter, graffiti and vandalism.

Personal
To treat others the way I wish to be treated.
To respect the opinions of others.
To refrain from any form of verbal, physical or emotional abuse.
To be honest, polite and positive towards others.
Support activities run and organised by the school.
Wear the uniform correctly and be well groomed.
Treat all persons on the school site with politeness and respect.

Educating for Excellence
The Whole Student

Leadership
The development of
our leadership skills in
our students is an
important aspect of our
programme.
Opportunities to
display and develop
leadership skills are
available to all children
as well as selected
children being offered
courses and training in
this area.

Pastoral Care
Wairau Intermediate has developed an
extensive network which responds quickly
to students’ needs. The network includes
home group teachers, block leaders, deputy
principals, the principal, public health nurse,
counsellor and outside agencies.
An integral part of our support network are
the students themselves. Selected children
are trained as peer mediators and they
perform an important role in dealing with
social interaction problems that children
may be having.
Our pastoral care system is based on the
belief that we do all that is necessary in
order to ensure that each child’s
participation in class and the wider school is
rewarding and as successful as possible.
Our strategies are designed to cope with
students who are not fulfilling their
potential.

Educating for Excellence
Behaviour Expectations
It is not our intention to detail the school rules in this prospectus.
The rules we do have are based on common sense, safety, and the
need to live and work together in a harmonious environment.
Standards of behaviour at Wairau Intermediate School can be
grouped under five headings:

Attendance
Health &
Safety

Regular attendance and punctuality are essential for academic and personal
development.
The school environment must be safe and healthy for all members of the
school community.

Responsibility

Personal responsibility, reliability and effort are essential for academic and
personal development.

Presentation

Correct dress and grooming are important elements in developing a sense of
pride in oneself and the school.

Respect for
People &
Property

Respect for people and property is essential in a large community.

Simply speaking, we expect
students to focus on:

Educating for Excellence
Grooming and Uniform

Rationale for School Uniform
To encourage a sense of identity.
To provide a common standard of
grooming on which to build positive
attitudes to neatness and cleanliness.
To provide a measure of security by
identifying non-students on the school
grounds.
To reduce unnecessary effects of peer
pressure to buy costly fashion items
for daily wear.

General
Students must abide by the uniform and grooming regulations
as agreed upon at enrolment.
If, for some reason, it is temporarily not possible to wear correct
dress, a pass must be obtained from the Uniform Co-ordinator.
A written note from a parent / caregiver must accompany any
request for a pass. The pass must be shown on request.
Uniform and grooming standards apply when travelling to and
from school or on official out of school activities.

Uniform is available through the school office

