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Dear Parents / Caregivers
Kia ora koutou
For the first time in New Zealand history, Matariki is
being marked by the introduction of a public
holiday. Traditionally, Matariki was used to determine the coming season's crop. A warmer season,
and therefore a more productive crop yield, was
indicated by how bright the stars were. It was a
time to be thankful for, and to cook and eat the
last seasons crops.

Whether coming together over the weekend
with family and close friends, sharing a meal or
hākari, travelling home or to special places
where you can be together, attending the
new Whina film or Lion King Reo Māori,
venturing out in search of the best viewing spot
for Matariki, or attending the Matariki and
Puanga events organised in your area – we
hope you enjoy connecting and being
together.
Mānawatia a Matariki!

For Māori, the appearance of Matariki also heralds
a time of remembrance, joy and peace. It is a
time for communities to come together and celebrate. Like many cultural celebrations, this is a time
to reflect on the past year, celebrate the present,
and plan for the year ahead.
Matariki is also a time for celebrating where we
live, and how we live, as we grow together as one
people. As a school, it is time for us to cherish those
within our school community – our fellow board
members, school staff and whānau.

Dr Rangi Matamua joined Jenny-May Clarkson on
Breakfast TV to start the show with karakia and talk
about what Matariki means, the different stars in
the cluster, and what this time of year means.
Here's the link to watch their kōrero.
If you are making plans to get up to find the
Matariki cluster, you'll need to set your alarms to
rise before the sun does as the brightness of the
rising sun will make it more challenging to spot.
Here is the link to a short video clip by Te Papa to
explain how to find Matariki:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=VN7MkI53Gl0&ab_channel=MuseumofNewZeal
andTePapaTongarewa

Covid 19
We are pleased to report that the COVID cases in our school continue to remain low. While
this is the case, we will not be updating parents
of case numbers on a weekly basis.
We ask that you continue to keep the school
updated when your child is unwell or when
they are needing to isolate. We are still required to report our student COVID cases to
the Ministry of Education and we thank you for
your help in communicating these to the
school.

Student Learning Conferences
Student learning conferences will be held in the last
week of this term, on Thursday 7 July. Students’
reports will go home on Friday 1 July.
Parents need to bring their child’s report with them
to the conferences. Information on how to book
an interview slot was emailed out to parents last
week. Should you need any help with this, please
phone the school office on 09 410 7805.
Students will be dismissed at 12.30pm on 7 July.
There will be no school bus running in the afternoon.

Board of Trustees Elections
Later this year we will be holding our triennial Board
elections. Being a board member provides an opportunity to work more closely with the school and
offers valuable insight into policy and decision
making.
If you are interested in becoming a Board member
and would like to gain insight into how a Board
meeting runs, you are welcome to come along to
one of our meetings which are held once a month
on Tuesdays between 6.30pm and 8.30pm.
Please email the Board Chair, Nicolette Hansen or
myself if you would like to attend:
boardchair@wairau.school.nz
yolandae@wairau.school.nz
Our Board election process is being managed by
CES. Please refer to their attached letter which
outlines important election dates.

Wairau Hawks
The Wairau Hawks basketball team were very fortunate to have Chris Johnson join them for a training
session last week. Chris is a current Auckland Tuataras player and 71 game NBA player. He has
played for many teams, including the Boston
Celtics and the Minnesota Timberwolves and he
has played all over the world, including China, Turkey, Japan, Poland, Lebanon and Croatia to name
a few.
We would like to thank Chris and his wife Tammy for
coming to visit the team. The Wairau Hawks team
were totally in awe and very inspired!

Jesters Pie Day
In the last week of term, on Tuesday 5 July, we are
holding a Jesters Pie Day Fundraiser for the school.
Parents/caregivers will be able to order a pie for
their child’s lunch that day. There are a wide selection of pies to choose from, ranging from Kiwi Classic Beef and Gravy, Maharaja (Butter Chicken),
through to Vegan Thai Pumpkin Curry! The pies are
all selling for $5.80 each, with $1.50 from each pie
sold going to the school as part of the fundraiser.
Orders are made and paid for through myKindo
(there are no cash sales). Many parents will already
have myKindo accounts but for those who haven’t,
accounts can be set up by going to the school
website www.wairau.school.nz and clicking on the
link. When you register, your email address has to
match the one that we have on our files.
The cut off time and date to place orders through
myKindo is 11.00am on Monday 4 July (the day prior
to Pie Day.
Further information about our Jesters Pie Day fundraiser will be emailed out to parents on Monday
next week.

Open Days / Evening
Parents / caregivers are invited to come along to visit our
school on our Open Days being held on Wednesday 10
August and Thursday 11 August between the hours of
9.00am and 3.00pm. During this time parents/caregivers
can observe a vibrant, interactive snapshot of the school
in action. Throughout the day, during school hours, individual/group tours of the school will be conducted by
the Principal and Deputy Principal, and no appointment
will be necessary.
An Open Evening will be held on Thursday 11 August
from 7.00pm-8.30pm commencing in the school hall.
Teachers and current pupils will be on hand to explain
how the school functions and to show you around.

Year 6 Transition Days
Year 6 students from our main contributing schools have
been invited to visit our school on the following days:
Wednesday 27 July

Forrest Hill School

Thursday 28 July

Sunnynook School

Wednesday 3 August

Target Road School

20-24 June
24 June
1 July
7 July
8 July

Life Education
Matariki (school closed)
Reports go Home
Parents/Student Conferences
Term 2 Ends at 3.00pm

Teacher Only Days:
Tues 25 Oct (Labour Weekend)
Term 4
Date to be confirmed

2022 Term Dates:
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

2 May - 8 July
25 July - 30 Sept
17 Oct - 15 Dec

Students will be given a copy of our prospectus and enrolment pack on the day of their visit.
If your child does not attend one of our main contributing
schools and you would like them to have the opportunity
of spending a whole day at Wairau Intermediate experiencing some of the subjects they will be studying in 2023,
they would be most welcome to come along and join in
on either:

EXTRAORDINARY KIDS

If you know of anyone wishing to enrol their child at our
school, we would appreciate you passing this information
on to them.

Is your child struggling at school? Or do they just
need a confidence boost? Extraordinary Kids is
located in Browns Bay and provides extra help
with Maths, Reading, Writing and Spelling for
students aged 6-16 years of age.
•
Homework help
•
Structured learning environment
•
Programmes for dyslexia and learning difficulties
•
Warm and friendly staff
•
Small groups/individualised work
•
Spaces available now
Phone 09 475 6296 or email
office@extraordinarykids.co.nz
www.extraordinarykids.co.nz

Glenfield College Open Days

WORM TEA FOR SALE

Wednesday 27 July or
Wednesday 3 August
Please phone the school secretary on 410 7805 so that
this can be arranged in advance and the appropriate
form completed.

Glenfield College are holding an Open Evening (see flyer
attached) on Wednesday 3 August from 6.00pm-8.00pm
in the Kaipatiki Theatre, Glenfield College, Kaipatiki
Road, Glenfield.

Yolanda East
Principal

We have a worm farm at school and are selling
worm tea for $4 for a 2L container (while stocks
last). Worm tea is extremely good for your garden plants and needs to be diluted to a ratio of
1:10 with water. All sale profits will be used to
buy resources for our Environmental Group.

23 June 2022

SchooI Board Parent Election 2022
Nomination round
Our school will be undertaking a parent election for 5 School Board vacancies. This process
will start with the issuing of nomination papers to our caregiver community by Friday 15th July
2022.
We have employed CES to undertake the election process on our behalf. This year with
legislative change, our nomination form and full instruction on how to place your nomination into
our own School’s Election website will be emailed to you if we have your email address in our
database or you will receive it by post if we don’t have your email in our database.
Nomination papers will also be available at the school office. The school will send those on to
CES for processing upon receipt from candidates.
Nominations close on Wednesday 3rd August at 12 noon. Election day is Wednesday 7th
September.
We look forward to your participation in this process.

Wayne Jamieson
Returning Officer
CES
89 Nazareth Avenue | Middleton | Christchurch | PO Box 414 | Christchurch 8140
P (03) 338 4444 | Cell 021 399 744 Web www.cessl.org.nz

